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Iowa Assessment Task Force 

Legislative Briefing 
 

 Overview 
 
In 2013, the Legislature acknowledged the need for a new state test for Iowa’s students and called for a 
task force to study Iowa’s needs and to make a recommendation.  
 
Twenty-one Iowans who make up the Assessment Task Force* delivered on this legislative charge after 
more than a year of careful and public consideration. In December 2014, the task force recommended that 
Iowa legislators adopt the Smarter Balanced Assessments as Iowa’s new state test for public and 
accredited nonpublic schools starting with the 2016-17 school year. 
 
The task force strongly concludes Iowa needs state test results that accurately reflect how students are 
progressing in meeting Iowa’s statewide expectations for what students should know and be able to do.  
 
The Smarter Balanced Assessments are aligned with the expectations outlined in our state standards, 
reflect what is taught in Iowa classrooms, and move Iowa toward having students demonstrate high levels 
of knowledge and skills.  
 
The assessments’ online format also provides teachers with a more detailed and immediate picture of skills 
that their students have mastered, as well as those areas where students are struggling. This information 
allows educators to adjust instructional approaches to meet the individual needs of students. The use of 
online testing is already common. In Iowa many districts use online assessments successfully and usage 
continues to grow state-wide. 
 
The Smarter Balanced Assessments were developed by a consortium of states guided by the belief that a 
high-quality assessment system aligned to rigorous academic standards will improve teaching and will help 
prepare students for success in college and career training.  
 
Smarter Balanced represents an assessment system that 
includes tests for end-of-year mandatory accountability 
purposes, as well as optional interim tests for classroom use 
throughout the year. The assessments are aligned to the Iowa 
Core standards, measure higher-order skills instead of simple 
fact recall, and generate faster results. The assessments also 
will be computer adaptive, which means they present an 
individually tailored set of questions to students based on their 
responses. This approach is an improvement over traditional 
paper-and-pencil assessments because it gives teachers a 
more detailed picture of a student’s strengths and 
weaknesses. These assessments measure growth, not only in 
overall achievement, but also in content knowledge and skills. 
 
* This briefing paper was compiled and vetted via email and is offered on behalf of all members of 
the Task Force except for the individual who wrote the original dissenting opinion.  

The Assessment Task Force 
represents a cross-section of Iowa 
education stakeholders, including K-
12 and higher education, parents and 
the business community. They were 
charged by the Legislature to 
research available assessments and 
identify the assessment best suited 
for use in Iowa Schools. The Smarter 
Balanced Assessments are the best 
choice for an assessment that will 
help Iowa’s children grow toward 
their best possible future.  


